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Within the Lei Muk Shue center we also operate the PLK/UBS/FCC Child Development Program, 
which seeks to improve family relationships, parenting and caregiver skills within the surrounding 
community.  Part of this program is the very popular “Baby College,” which works with expectant 
and recent mothers and infants though toddlers to provide group support, and strategies to 
ensure the best possible early child development.
 
Our third center, The PLK/Sprouts Foundation/FCC Educational Services Center brings this crucial 
language program to the Tai Wai area (just South of Shatin).  This area is also home to many recent 
immigrants and other distressed families in need.   Opened over 2 years ago, this center is already 
running at full capacity , serving hundreds of primary students.  
 
We are very excited to announce that this year we were able to open our fourth center just a short 
walk away from the Tai Wai facility.  The PLK/Sprouts Foundation/FCC Secondary Educational 
Services Center provides (as the name suggests) language training services to clients who have 
reached secondary school.
 
Another recent, and exciting, advance has been our partnership with the Hong Kong Rugby 
Football Union to develop a rugby program for children in the Po Leung Kuk system.  The 
program, which has been up and running now for almost 3 years now, involves almost 2000 
students from PLK schools as well as children in residential care.  This coaching (all provided in 
English by volunteers from the HKRFU) not only instills teamwork, discipline, confidence and just 
plain fun, but also helps them in English communication skills.  Along with the HKRFU and kind 
donations from Savills and The Macquarie Foundation, the PLK and the FCC have just started to 
build a Rugby pitch -- just for this program.  
 
As Ah Yee, a 12 year old girl who’s been playing rugby this past year said, “I love playing rugby.  
When I used to play soccer, I never got to play in matches because I wasn’t good enough.  In 
rugby, everybody gets a chance to play.”
 
Out of the mouth of babes.
 
Thanks again, everyone, for giving all of these kids, in all of these programs, “a chance to play.”

From the Chairmen of the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club Hong Kong 
Charity Ball Committee
Ten Million Hong Kong Dollars
 
That’s how much we raised this past year.  
 
Ten million dollars to help young adults reach their educational goals.  
 
Ten million dollars to give Hong Kong’s most disadvantaged children a leg-up and a better 
chance for a bright future.
 
To everyone who helped; to everyone who donated time, effort, goods, services and money, 
thank you.  
 
Thank You.  Because of you, we broke new fundraising records this year.
 
When we started out 13 years ago, we had kind of a simple goal.  Sure, we wanted to throw a 
great party.  But plenty of people throw great parties; we wanted it to mean something.  We 
wanted to give back something to this city that has been home to so many of us for so long.
 
Our original initiative was to provide opportunities for young adults finishing their secondary 
school studies within the Po Leung Kuk system.  With this program, The Po Leung Kuk/Henrik 
Nielsen/FCC Scholarship Fund, we wanted to provide them the opportunity to obtain a tertiary 
education without financial anxiety.  We recognized that these exceptional young people did not 
have the family support that most of us grew up with, and they were essentially on their own as 
they entered this rigorous phase of their lives.  From our modest beginning, sponsoring 6 scholars 
in 2002, this year, we reached a total of 138 students who have benefitted or are benefitting from 
this program.    
 
The scholars from the earlier classes are now well into their 30’s.  This remarkable group includes 
doctors, lawyers, entrepreneurs, nurses, accountants...and almost any other profession you can 
imagine.  All of them recognize how crucial this scholarship program was to their success.  So 
much so that several years ago they themselves created an alumni association, and, starting 2 
years ago, began their own sponsorship of a scholarship every year!
 
We moved on in subsequent years to serve younger clients with the opening of the PLK/UBS/
FCC Language Training Program.  This program serves over 300 children in residential care at the 
Po Leung Kuk headquarters, and group homes all over Hong Kong.  It seeks to instill proficiency 
in English and Mandarin-Chinese through a novel approach to teaching, using storytelling and 
interactivity, developed by our educational partners at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University.
 
Following the marked success of this program, we were able to raise funds sufficient to open 
a second community-based center in Lei Muk Shue – The PLK/Bank of America Merrill Lynch/
FCC Children’s Learning Center.  Lei Muk Shue (near Tsuen Wan) is one of the poorest areas in the 
HKSAR, with a high percentage of recent immigrants and ethnic minorities, as well as one-parent 
families, and/or families on public assistance.  This center provides free-of-charge language 
tuition in Mandarin and English, and in any given week serves upwards of 400 clients.  
 



Message from the Chairman of the 
Po Leung Kuk
This year marks the Po Leung Kuk’s 135th anniversary of dedicated service to the Hong Kong 
community. First established to provide temporary refuge for victims of abduction cases (mostly 
women and children), the Kuk has expanded its scope of services over the years and become 
a leading Non-Government Organization (NGO) in Hong Kong. We are now providing a wide 
variety of quality services in the fields of social welfare, education, recreation and culture, taking 
good care of new born to the aged through a network of 260 units over the territory.

The achievement of the Kuk relies much on the staunch support of our well-wishers. The Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club Hong Kong Charity Fund Committee is one of our closest partners. The 
Fund Committee has very kindly organized the Charity Ball every year to raise the much needed 
funding for the Kuk. In our 12 years of collaboration, we have together launched a range of 
worthwhile projects benefitting children and students in need:

The PLK/Henrik Nielsen/FCC Scholarship has to date supported 138 students with financial 
difficulties in their pursuit of tertiary education.

The PLK/UBS/FCC Language Training Programme, the PLK/Bank of America Merrill Lynch/
FCC Children’s Learning Programme and the PLK/Sprouts Foundation/FCC Education Services 
Centre have made a difference to children under the Kuk’s residential care and those from the 
low income families in the community by providing extracurricular language (English and 
Putonghua) training opportunities. 

The PLK/UBS/FCC Children’s Development Programme and Baby College meet the social 
and emotional needs of those children, who mostly come from deprived family, by providing 
additional learning opportunities in different areas, hoping to promote their overall development 
and harmonious family relationships.

“Tackling Life” - the Po Leung Kuk/Macquarie/FCC Rugby Initiative is the most recently 
launched project which aims to provide opportunities for children and young people from the 
underprivileged districts in Hong Kong to get involved in Rugby, thereby encouraging them to 
lead a healthy and positive lifestyle.

On behalf of the beneficiaries, I would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest 
appreciation to the Foreign Correspondents’ Club Hong Kong Charity Fund as well as all sponsors 
and supporters of the Ball in all these years, giving hope to the needy children and young people 
in Hong Kong. Last but not least, I wish you all:

Every Day is a Great Day! Caring Heart brings you Good Fortune. 
日日是好日，福隨善心來！

Dr. Eric K. C. Cheng, MH, OStJ, JP 
Chairman of Po Leung Kuk

SuperDiamondPartners

DiamondPartners

Huang Yao
Foundation



PLK / UBS / FCC
Children’s 
Development 
Programme

The Children’s Development Programme has 
had another fabulous year and has now been 
running for 5 years!  Baby College has grown 
from strength to strength in the 4 years it has 
been running. Through these programmes 
we can offer support to the children and 
families living in the Tsuen Wan, Tsing Yi and 
Kwai Chung districts of Hong Kong.

The Children’s Development Programme 
works to support the holistic development of 
the children and young people attending the 
Children’s Learning Centre and runs courses 
to help them develop better concentration 
skills, deeper empathic awareness of others 
and socialize better with others.

Baby College runs courses for pregnant 
women and their partners and families to 
provide information on nutrition, safety and 
building a relationship with their new arrival. 
We offer a full developmental workout for 
babies aged 0 – 3 with their families. 

We believe that providing a positive learning 
environment for our next generation and 
allowing them every opportunity to learn 
and develop will improve their skills and 
knowledge for the future. Promoting a daily 
reading habit supports the development of 
vocabulary which will help these children 
have better understanding in school.

Thank you very much for your generosity, as 
without it we couldn’t provide this level of 
help and support to the people who really 
need it the most in Hong Kong.

The Po Leung Kuk, Sprouts Foundation and 
FCC Education Services Centre in Tai Wai has 
completed its first year and is very popular. 
The centre provides English, Putonghua and 
Storytelling classes to 144 students at primary 
level.

Students who attend these classes come from 
disadvantaged families where, among the 
adult population in Tai Wai, approximately 
22% have been educated no further than 
primary school, with some having only 
pre-primary education. A further 15.5% have 
completed lower secondary level. Almost 25% 
have a monthly household income of less 
than HK$10,000 per month. Approximately 
8% of the households are single parent 
families and approximately 6% of the 
population lives on Comprehensive Social 
Security Allowance. 

If the parents have received little formal 
education themselves, they face great 
difficulty in helping their own children to 
develop further and break out of the cycle of 
poverty.

Thank you for your generosity and support 
which enables us to provide fun, activity-
based classes to improve the children’s 
language skills, to increase their confidence 
and to give them a chance to have a better 
future.

The PLK, Sprouts 
Foundation and 
FCC Education 
Services Centre

PLK / Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch / FCC 
Children’s Learning 
Centre

We have been providing extra-curricular
language classes for almost 5 years in the
Children’s Learning Centre in Kwai Chung. We
are thankful to you and for your contributions 
without which we wouldn’t be able to do this
meaningful work. 

We work to improve the language skills of 250
children and young people aged from 3 – 18
from disadvantaged families in the Tsuen Wan
and Kwai Tsing districts. We provide English,
Putonghua and Storytelling classes which are
fun and enjoyable. The centre is very popular
and at the start of the new academic year
we still had 140 students on the waiting list!
We started to offer classes in the local Social
Welfare Department office and we have 24
children learning there.

Iona, the primary Storyteller, said “I was 
happy to see that some students would talk 
to me in English outside of the class and share 
with me about their problems; it shows they 
gain confidence in using English, as well as 
trust between us.”  Also, during each year 
we are able to provide experiences for the 
children and young people that they would 
never have achieved otherwise- we took 22 
students from P 1 to P 6 to see the Nutcracker 
recently.  Yvonne, the teaching assistant said 
“Before the show, students were so excited. 
This was the first time that they enjoyed a 
ballet show and watched a show in Hong 
Kong Cultural Centre.”

Here’s looking at a brighter future for them- all 
thanks to you and your generosity!

PLK / UBS / FCC
Language Training 
Programme

As we start our tenth year of providing
extracurricular English, Putonghua and
storytelling classes to the 300 children and 
young people aged from 3 to 18 years living in
residential care in Po Leung Kuk, I’d like to
thank you for your support, kindness and
generosity on behalf of the children, the staff
team and myself.

Our classes are fun and interesting and involve 
a lot of games, role play and other activities to 
motivate the students’ learning. During the 
holidays we participate in fun activities and 
outings which help the students to develop 
better language skills and confidence in an 
informal environment. Our highlights this 
year were our annual Easter camp with 20 
primary students to Cheung Chau, the outing 
to Macau with 15 secondary students in 
August, and our outing to Disneyland with all 
50 kindergarten students also in August. Your 
contributions and support help to make this 
possible. 

We also remember and explore the students’ 
own cultural celebrations and celebrations 
celebrated by other cultures throughout 
the year. We continue to have our annual 
Drama show which will be held in January 
2014 and the Biliteral and Trilingual Singing 
Competition in July. Audiences for these 
events are most welcome! Come and let the 
kids show you what they can do! 

Thanks once more for your kindness, support 
and generosity from all of us.

Michelle McEwan, Director of Studies, reports on the four programs currently being
supported by the Foreign Correspondents’ Club  Charity Fund and their Partners.



The PLK, Sprouts
Foundation and
FCC Secondary 
Education Services 
Centre

FCC Charity Fund / 
Macquarie Bank
sponsored 
“Tackling Life” 
rugby programme

Macquarie Group /  
Po Leung Kuk Mentoring Program

The Po Leung Kuk, Sprouts Foundation and 
FCC Secondary Education Services Centre 
in Tai Wai has started operation and is very 
popular.  The centre provides English and 
Interactive Reading classes to 96 students 
from Secondary 1 to Secondary 4.  We also 
offer Elective courses to secondary students 
to further develop their skills in areas of 
interest.  They can develop skills in English, for 
example reading skills or writing better essay 
skills; skills in Business, for example in making 
presentations or writing resumes; and skills in 
Putonghua.  These real life skills will help these 
students as they leave school and move to 
start their careers.

This centre has been set up to complement 
the PLK, Sprouts Foundation and FCC 
Education Services Centre by building on 
the skills and knowledge that has been 
developed there.  The students who attend 
these classes come from disadvantaged 
families in Tai Wai and this secondary centre 
provides the support to help them gain better 
qualifications and move out of the cycle of 
poverty.

Thank you for your generosity and support 
which enables us to provide classes to 
improve the children’s language skills, to 
increase their confidence and to give them a 
chance to have a better future.

The second year of the FCC Charity Fund/
Macquarie Bank sponsored “Tackling Life” 
rugby programme kicked off in style with a 
Fun Day at Tin Shui Wai Community Sports 
Ground on 19th October attended by over 250 
students, teachers, parents and volunteers.  
Hong Kong Rugby Union coaches put the 
youngsters through their paces before ending 
with a series of games utilising the skills they 
had been learning. This year, five new primary 
schools from Shatin District joined Tackling 
Life, adding to the existing 3 Tuen Mun District 
schools and the PLK/FCC education centres. 
The rapidly expanding PLK rugby community 
currently involves over 2,500 boys and girls. 
 
We have received positive feedback from 
students, teachers and parents who recognise 
the important life skills and healthy lifestyle 
messages that come with Tackling Life . 
The use of expatriate coaches continues to 
provide an environment where youngsters 
are given an opportunity to build confidence 
in communicating in English in a non-
classroom setting.  The programme attracted 
considerable attention when teams from 
Fong Wong Kam Chuen Primary School 
and Dr Jimmy Wong Chi-Ho Primary School 
played a demonstration match at the Savills 
Corporate Sevens in early December.  Fantastic 
opportunities  have opened up for our rugby 
kids. In March, a group of young girls will be 
embarking on the tour of a lifetime when they 
travel to England  for a rugby tournament, 
fully funded through the generosity of 
international rugby charity, TourAid.  

With plans to build a training pitch at the PLK 
Holiday Camp at Tai Tong, and more schools 
expressing interest to join “Tackling Life”, we 
are positive that 2014 is set to be another big 
year for Po Leung Kuk rugby!

Directly impacting the lives of more 40 people in 2013, the third Macquarie Group 
Po Leung Kuk Mentoring Program has recently completed another successful year. 
Building on the success and reputation of the previous programs, 12 scholarship 
students from the PLK FCC Scholarship program were selected to participate, 
receiving one-on-one mentoring and career development advice from more than 
25 skilled Macquarie Group professionals.
 

In 2013, six formal sessions were hosted at Macquarie’s Central 
offices, supported by the Macquarie Group Foundation. The 
mentees worked together with their peers and their mentors, 
hearing about topics such as building your own personal 
brand, how to deliver a winning presentation, job hunting skills 
like resume writing and interview tips, and business etiquette. 
The practical application of new skills was as important as 
theoretical learning, with the group putting their dining 

etiquette skills into practice at the Grand Hyatt and presenting to the group on camera (and then 
watching themselves!).
 
A 2013 mentee, Harly Wan, leaves the program with new skills and a confidence that has 
equipped her to welcome a brilliant future. “My very nice and experienced mentors Charles and 
Andrea shared with me their valuable experience which inspired me a lot! The experienced instructors 
gave us tips on resume writing, interview skills and presentation skills, and tips around what an 
interviewer might be looking for. I also enjoyed the external activities, like the dining etiquette session at 
Grand Hyatt Wan Chai”, said Harly.  
 
The program has again attracted a variety of participants from both sides. Mentees are studying 
courses including business, environmental science, PR and Communications, law, dentistry, 
teaching, mathematics and more! They’re being mentored from an equally diverse group of 
mentors from Macquarie. They came from human resources, the trading floor, research and 
operations. The success of these relationships highlights the benefit of sharing experiences with 
people of different backgrounds, and the importance of alternative perspectives.
 
Macquarie is pleased with the success of the program, now in its third year. Demonstrating that 
benefits go both ways, a number of Macquarie employees are repeat mentors. Macquarie’s 
Andrea Chan, one of Harly’s mentors, says “I’m honoured to be part of the program. It’s an 
event I always look forward, and is a great feeling that every month we’re doing something 
worthwhile. The benefit isn’t only for the students or graduates, I’ve learnt a lot from Harly as 
well. We’ve developed a genuine friendship and our paths wouldn’t have crossed without the 
program.
 
Beyond the formal element of the program, many mentor – mentee relationships went further, 
with many meeting regularly in addition to the designated sessions. With a naturally expanding 
alumni group, the program will continue to provide a great experience for the next round of 
Mentees.
 
To find out more or register interest for future programs, contact Susan Clear at the Macquarie 
Group Foundation.

above: A mentoring session 
at Macquarie’s office 

right: Macquarie mentors 
and mentees enjoying a 

BBQ together in Sai Kung



PLK/Henrik Nielsen/FCC Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Winners 2013

Once a student of Po Leung Kuk Tang 
Yuk Tien College, I am now reading 
medicine in the CUHK. People often 
think that a medical student like me 
is only interested in studying, which 
is not true. Rather than bending my 
entire mind to pursue academic 

excellence, I spend a considerable amount of time in 
trying other things unrelated to my studies, such as 
reading books of high fantasy, politics and history; 
making breads; hiking; photography and typesetting. 
Chan Hoi Wai

My name is Chan Wah Ping. I am 
now a Year 1 student of Professional 
Accountancy in the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong. I am more than grateful 
to be chosen as one of the winners of 
the FCC Scholarship Fund. I hope that 
I can equip myself with professional 

knowledge , multiple skills and global vision during my 
coming university life so that I can fulfill my dream of 
becoming an outstanding auditor in future. 
Chan Wah Ping, Chelsea

I have a dream, which is to be the 
professional business leader in Hong 
Kong, to achieve this; I keep on study 
in business. This year, I apply the 
HRM top-up degree, but higher level 
education meaning more expensive 
tuition fees, my broken and low 

income family cannot afford this. Luckily, I got the Po 
Leung Kuk/Henrik Nielsen/Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club Scholarship Fund scholarship, like the star in the 
dark night, light up the road I walk to my dream. 
Cheng Wing Ki

My name is Susan and I am nineteen 
years old. I am studying HD Fashion 
and Clothing in the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University. I am living with 
my mother in Tin Shui Wai while my 
sister is still living in the Po Leung Kuk. 
I love designing so much especially on 

fashion design. Other than this, I like learning different 
things as well, such as dancing and languages because 
the sense of satisfaction makes me feel contented. 
Chu Shuk Kwan

Using every seconds in my life to 
make this world a better place has 
been a conviction of mine ever since 
I was little. I would love to fulfill my 
goal as a teacher to focus on the next 
generation’ education. Doing so I will 
need a solid academic foundation to 

be able to obtain a degree in University.  Experience 
different ways of thinking will also lead me to success 
of my career goal.
Hugo Lo

Hello! My name is Ken and I am now 
studying Actuarial Science in University 
of Hong Kong. Being an Actuary is 
my dream and I have reached part of 
my target because I always tell myself 
everything can be possible if you have 
dreams. Also, I am a person who is 

willing to take challenges and compete with others as 
they will make me improve. It is hoped that my dream 
comes true one day. 
Lam Wai Chi, Ken

I was brought up in Po Leung Kuk from 
the age of two. I have just completed 
my HKDSE. Now, I am going to study 
for a Higher Diploma in Business 
Psychology and Management at IVE. 
This school emphasizes business skills 
and personal development which I find 

interesting. I hope I can learn about interacting with 
people, understanding human behavior and decision 
making. These should help me to have better job 
opportunities in the future 
Lau Chi Yan, Joanne

My name is Cindy and I am now 
studying the associate degree 
of accounting in Hong Kong 
Community College of Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University. I am also a 
committee member of Language 
Training Programme Alumni 

Activity Advancement (LTPAAA), which is affiliated 
to Po Leung Kuk Alumni Association and my post is 
general secretary. I love reading, watching movies 
and travelling. I hope I could get into university after 
completed the associate degree programme and could 
be an accountant in the future. 
Lee Sze Nga

Hi, my name is Shandy. I am 18 years 
old. I lived in Shek Kip Mei small group 
home when I was 13 years old. I am 
grateful that I can learn a lot of things 
on my home’s aunt and uncle. I am 
now studying higher diploma in script 
writing and directing in Hong Kong 

Baptist University. I choose this program because I 
am interested in film production. When I was in high 
school, I always join some competition to absorb 
knowledge. I want to be a film or TV program producer 
in my further. I will put effort on my studying. 
Leung Shiu Ha

I am Cheung Wai-hing. I am going 
to study high diploma of applied 
psychology programme in September. 
I would like to work with children and 
provide them a loving environment to 
grow. I am going to live independently 
very soon. I am planning to participate 

into more voluntary work in order to contribute more 
into the society. I will be very grateful if The Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club Scholarship could grant me the 
scholarship. I will fully utilize the money to equip myself 
at work and maintain a healthy living pattern. 
Cheung Wai Hing

My name is Winnie. I graduated in 
Wong Fung Ling College at 2010. After 
graduation, I tried many different 
kinds of work. However, I did not 
know exactly what I want to do. 
Until this year, I had an opportunity 
to work in Hong Kong Sheng Kung 

Hui Welfare Council as a Health Worker. I found my 
interest and set my future goal. I know I do not have 
enough educational background. Therefore, I joined 
the Health Working training programme to improve 
my knowledge and to increase my competition. I hope 
that this scholarship can help me to achieve my goal. 
Li Hui Hua

Being a speech therapist is my 
aspiration as I suffered from 
communication disorders at 8. After 
a 2-year speech therapy, I have 
recovered completely and desire to 
help those patients like me. 
It is my pleasure to receive this 

scholarship fund. With this fund, I can more enjoy 
my university life without worrying about the hefty 
financial burden. I hope to obtain more experience 
and learn leadership skills during university so as to 
contribute to society as much as I can after graduation. 
Li Man Yan

I am Ng Mei Kiu, Rainbow and studying 
hospitality management in SPEED of 
the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 
I love smile and communicate with 
people so I think working in hotel 
is quite suitable for me. Also, I can 
broaden my horizons by the guests 

sharing their experiences and I think this is a good 
channel for me to learn more.  Expect for learning 
English, I want to learn Japanese because I want go to 
Japan and learn their culture. 
Ng Mei Kiu, Rainbow

When I was young, I live with my elder 
brother and sisters, and depend on 
no one but each other. After I have 
graduated from the secondary school, 
I stopped applying the CSSA and find 
a job. I need to go to school and keep 
on doing my overnight job to earn the 

daily expenses. After awarding the financial assistant, 
I promise I will treasure this opportunity by studying 
hard and serve the community. 
Pang Ka Lok

My name is So Man Ching. I am now 
studying Public Health in the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong. It is my honor 
to receive the scholarship. My dream is 
to promote a healthy society in Hong 
Kong. I do believe being healthy is 
important for everyone to chase their 

dreams. I hope Hong Kong people could have life with 
a sense of satisfaction. Together with healthy mind and 
passion in life, everyone could create miracles. 
So Man Ching

My name is Tsang Fan Lee and you can 
call me Nicole. I lived in Po Leung Kuk 
for 5 years before and there like my 
home that give me lots of care. 
I am 21years old and now continue 
my study at CIHE which the subject is 
Human Services. I believe that ‘helping 

others is the key of happiness’ so after finish my study, I 
want to help the people who need and contribute the 
society from my job even our power is limited! 
Tsang Fan Lee

I am Wong Oi Yi Sylvia. I am a student 
of the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong and currently study Social 
Science (broadbased discipline). I 
aspire to be a journalist because I 
would like to sound for the public so 
that justice would be upheld. Besides, 

I like to encounter with people from all walks of life. In 
the meanwhile, I believe it is meaningful to let people 
know more about others’ life and try to abandon 
perception towards others. Though the goals are not 
easy to achieve, I would try my best with my sincerity 
and aspiration. 
Wong Oi Yi

I am Christy, a graduate from PLK Laws 
Foundation College. Currently, I am 
studying medicine at the University 
of Hong Kong. I wish to be a doctor 
in my future to help people from all 
walks of life. With expertise and care, 
doctors can make a huge difference 

in patients’ life, even desperate patients can survive 
and live with hope. In addition, I hope to specialize in 
pediatrics. Through my optimistic personality, I can 
cure and encourage children patients to lead a healthy 
and happy life. 
Yeung Hoi Ting

I am Yim Lok Lam, a current university 
undergraduate studying the Bachelor 
of Social Sciences - Government and 
Laws (a double degree programme) in 
the University of Hong Kong. Before 
that, I studied in Po Leung Kuk No. 
1 W.H. Cheung College during my 

whole secondary school life. Studying this degree 
allows me to pursue my dream to serve the community 
in the future, in particular, to contribute to political 
development in Hong Kong society. 
Yim Lok Lam

My university life will be much easier 
and my future will probably be a 
lot different with the help of the 
scholarship fund. As I am currently 
studying the six-year MBBS curriculum 
in the University of Hong Kong, 
the tuition fee and the rent of my 

residence are huge economic burdens of my family. 
As a result, I am now working as a part-time tutor of 
three students in order to ease the financial burden 
of my family. This scholarship fund probably gives 
me the chance of having a fruitful and meaningful 
university life. I promise that I will make good use of the 
scholarship fund to facilitate my study and turn myself 
into a professional doctor in the coming six year. 
Kong Novia Mozart



FCC Scholarship Alumni Association

“Thanks to all the people who have 
supported us. We will help others 

the same way you have helped us.”

Congratulations 
to our scholarship 
winners from 
previous years -  
Ka Ying and Mandy 
got married

Visiting the  
elderly for Dragon

Boat Festival

Organising the  
annual lunch  

gathering  
of alumni  
members  

and donors

Mass gathering BBQ, 
swimming and fishing 
in Ku Sai Wan for all 
members

We helped to paint the 
Learning Centre at  

Po Leung Kuk

Helping to sell 
raffle tickets at the 

FCC Charity Ball 2013



The Foreign Correspondents’ Club Hong Kong 
12th Anniversary Charity Ball 2013 with 
guest performer, 
Huey Lewis and the News



From the PLK / Bank of America Merrill Lynch / FCC Children’s Learning Centre 
A mum of a P.3 boy with ADHD “The English and Putonghua classes are excellent and 
they help my son a lot.  Thanks to CLC and my son loves to come that I’m not worried 
about his langauge learning now.  I have recommended to my freinds as well.  The 
teachers are great and patient!”

A mum of a P.3 girl and P1 boy “This is a great service!  The classes are very interesting 
and the teachers are very kind and helpful.  My daughter becomes more independent as 
to finish homework before going to CLC.  My son has been studying in CLC since  K1 and 
he had little problems in adapting himself to P1 in the English class.  Thanks to CLC for 
helping us who cannot afford to send the children to any interest class!”

A mum of a K2 girl “My daughter joined the Putonghua competition arranged by CLC 
this year.  She can never have such a chance in the day time school at all as she’s not smart enough.  But 
she could have the chance in CLC and the teacher is so patient as to train the children to be confident.  
I’m so pleased to see her changes.  Thank you donors!”

From the PLK / UBS / FCC Language Training Programme 
One of our former students who is now a post-secondary 
student - “Thanks to the LTP classes I am more confident when 
I communicate with foreigners. The presentation skills that I 
learnt from the elective course are particularly beneficial as now I 
have quite a lot of presentations to do and I am not shy speaking 
English in front of other people. “

A F.1 girl - “I didn’t read any English materials at all apart from 
picture books and English 
textbooks when I was in primary 
school. But after finishing the first 
English novel in the storytelling 
class, I found that English novels 
are not that difficult and boring. 
And when I had my interview 
for secondary school, the 
interviewers asked what English 
novels I liked to read at least I 
could tell them those that I read 
in the LTP classes.” 

Housemother - “I can see their improvement in English especially those who are lagged behind in 
school. You can tell from their response that they enjoy attending the LTP classes a lot. I think the fun 
and interactive elements are the crucial factors in the LTP classes that motivate the children to learn 
and to participate.”

Testimonials from parents, students and 
teachers that show the enjoyment and  
great benefits your donation has brought  
to the programs we support

From the Students of the ESC, SESC

The classes are fun, we have a lot of freedom. It helps our English.

In the lessons we get to speak English and Putonghua a lot. It’s fun.

I like the activities, especially the cooking, movies and trips. We learn English.

Our teachers are kind and lessons are interesting. It helps me at school.

From the Parents & Carers of the 
ESC, SESC

My daughter is more confident to speak 
out. The lessons and storytelling have 
really helped her English. She enjoys 
going to class.

My son is doing better in Putonghua at 
his own school because of the lessons.  
His English has also improved. He is 
getting higher grades. 

My twins love the course. They really want to go to classes because they  
are interesting and they learn a lot. They seem happier.

From the Teachers of the ESC, SESC

We have noticed a big improvement  in confidence and 
willingness to learn in all the children. When they start they are 
often quite shy and have difficulty in speaking up and sharing 
their views. This changes, sometimes quite quickly. They enjoy 
the activity based programme because it is focused on using the 
language through enjoyable and meaningful activities in a very 
low-stress environment.

The students learn a lot of 
social skills here because 
the groups are small, very 
mixed and diverse and 
there is room for them to 
make mistakes and learn 
from them. The staff is very 
supportive and the kids 
are happy.

“Half The Sky” Walk

Sports Day

Mid-Autumn

Making Sushi



Crowe Horwath (HK) CPA Limited

Our engagement included carrying out limited procedures for obtaining sufficient appropriate 
evidence to be able to draw a conclusion, such as inquiries primarily of persons responsible for 
financial and accounting matters, analytical procedures applied to financial data and other review 
procedures we considered necessary.

Conclusion
Based on the foregoing, we report that nothing has come to our attention that causes us to 
believe that the attached income and expenditure account does not reflect, in all material 
respects, the gross subscriptions raised and the expenses incurred by the Club in respect of the 
Event that have been recorded in its books and records made available to us in accordance with 
the basis of preparation set out in pages 3.

Crowe Horwath (HK) CPA Limited
Certified Public Accountants
Hong Kong, 18 January 2014

Alvin Yeung Sik Hung
Practising Certificate Number P05206

Independent Assurance Report and Statement of Income and 
Expenditure for the Fund Raising Activities held on October 5th 2013

Independent Assurance Report
In accordance with our agreed terms of engagement, we have performed an engagement 
on the attached income and expenditure account of the fund-raising activities of the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Club, Hong Kong (the “Club”) with Po Leung Kuk held on 5 October 2013 (the 
“Event”).

Respective responsibilities of the Club and ourselves
The Club are responsible for preparing the attached income and expenditure account in 
accordance with the basis of preparation set out in pages 3, setting out the gross subscriptions 
raised from the Event and the expenses incurred in connection with the Event. This responsibility 
includes designing, implementing and maintaining internal controls relevant to the preparation 
and presentation of the income and expenditure account so that it reflects the subscriptions 
raised and expenses incurred in connection with the Event and is free from material 
misstatement.

It is our responsibility to form a conclusion on the attached income and expenditure account, 
based on our engagement, and to report our conclusion solely to you as a body. We do not 
assume responsibility towards or accept liability to any other person for the contents of this 
report.

Basis of conclusion
We conducted our engagement in accordance with Hong Kong Standard on Assurance 
Engagements 3000 “Assurance Engagements Other Than Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial 
Information” issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants (“HKICPA”).

The work undertaken in connection with this engagement is less in scope than an audit 
conducted in accordance with Hong Kong Standards on Auditing and consequently does not 
enable us to obtain assurance that we would become aware of all significant matters that might 
be identified in an audit.  Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion.

Furthermore, due to the nature of cash receipts and expenses relating to general charitable fund-
raising activities, it was not practicable for us to determine whether the income and expenditure 
account and the books and records of the Club include all transactions relating to the Event. It 
was impracticable for us to quantify the potential impact of this on the income and expenditure 
account. Accordingly, our report relates solely to the income and expenditure account prepared 
from transactions that have been recorded in the Club’s books and records.

The Foreign Correspondents’ Club
Hong Kong Charity Ball



Crowe Horwath (HK) CPA Limited

The Foreign Correspondents’ Club
Hong Kong Charity Ball – Fundraising
The Charity Ball is a self-financing event that reimburses the club for the cost 
of services rendered including annual report printing, sponsor ads, food and 
beverage, etc. 

Crowe Horwath (HK) CPA Limited

Independent Assurance Report and Statement of Income and 
Expenditure for the Fund Raising Activities held on October 5th 2013

The Foreign Correspondents’ Club
Hong Kong Charity Ball

Statement of Income and Expenditure
 (Expressed in HK$)
 5/10/2013
Income 
Auction income (Note 1) 2,193,925
Ball ticket income 3,285,500
Raffle ticket income 767,600
Other income 263,537
 6,508,562
 
Expenditure 
Silent auction commission charge 89,370
Banquet expenses 1,603,579
Performers 1,885,607
Event Organisation*  229,000
Sound and lighting 303,000
Ball costs 317,774
Advertising 57,976
Entertainment 52,194
Decoration 136,239
Sundry expenses 239,927
Food and beverages 42,064
Printing and stationery 95,283
Travelling 6,140
Lottery licence fee for raffle draw 3,165
Ball uniforms 138
 5,061, 456 

Donations (Note 2) 8,552,894

NET FUNDS GENERATED 10,000,000

Basis of preparation
Note1: The auction income included the live auction income of HK$1,508,840 and net silent auction income of HK$685,085. Net silent 
auction income represented silent auction income of HK$1,457,000 less the cost of silent auction items HK$771,915.

Note 2: Donations in respect of fund-raising activities held on the particular date in the year were recognised to the extent of cash 
received either by the Club or Po Leung Kuk up to the date the statement of income and expenditure was approved by the Charity 
Committee. Any donations received in respect of the fund-raising activities after the date of approval of the statement of income 
and expenditure will be accounted for as donations for the fund raising activities of the following year. HK$1,003,860 are donations 
received in respect of the fund-raising activities of prior years.

Approved by the Charity Committee on 18 January 2014.

Chairman

Summary: Fundraising

  (Expressed in HK$) 
  Year 2013  Year 2012

Charity Ball Total Expense  $5,061,456  $4,974,946

Charity Ball Gross Income  $15,061,456   $12,517,446 

Net Profit for Scholarships  $10,000,000   $7,542,500

Details: Fundraising  

Raffle and Other Income  $1,031,137   $810,600

Raffle Expense  $(16,141) $(17,225) 
 (license, all ball printing, ads to announce winners):

 $1,014,996 $793,375 

Ball Ticket Income  $3,283,500  $3,102,584 

Artist Expense (salary, airfares, hotels and entertainment): $(1,603,579) $(1,574,378)

Ball Costs $(317,774) $(189,592)

Venue Expense $(3,131,138) $(3,056,688) 
(venue, sound, lighting, set up, video, decoration,  
transport, F&B for setup staff and sundry):   
  $(1,768,991) $(1,718,074)

Direct Donation to Scholarship Fund $10,836,189  $8,604,262 

Other Expenses

Annual report design fee and printing: $(30,000) $(38,000)

Ball program and Partners Pack: $-    $(31,450)

Press conference and party announcing winners: $-    $-   

Entertainment and ball committee meetings: $(52,194) $(67,613)

Net Funds Generated for Charity Fund $10,000,000  $7,542,500 

* includes all event coordination and organisation
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Special Thanks

Bessie Yu

Chinese International School

Dorothy Choi

Doris Fung

FCC Staff

Felix Chan

Jason Boyer

Jenny Chadwick

Kapana Seitz

Kevin & Alisa Burke

Lawrence Yip

Liliana Silva

Li Po Chun United 
World College

Mandy Fung

Marc Van-Eijck

Millennium Hotels

Natalia Kovaleva

Movenpick individual hotels Bangtao 
Beach, Phuket, Bangalore, Saigon, Hanoi, 
Enshi, China

Po Leung Kuk 
Hong Kong Taoist Association  
Yuen Yuen Primary School

Po Leung Kuk  
Li Tsui Chung Sing Memorial 
Kindergarten

Po Leung Kuk 
Tang Yuk Tien College

Po Leung Kuk  
Wai Yin College

Roland Sharman

Roy Ng

Sarah Leyshan

SOLAS

The Gaia Group ind.restaurats:  
Gaia Ristorante, Isola Bar and Grill,  
Joia & Va Bene

Many thanks to the management and staff of the FCC who  volunteer their time and effort to 
ensure this is a great Ball and thank you to all those who have helped in so many ways:



www.fcchkcharityfund.org


